The cervical spine in mutilant juvenile chronic arthritis.
To describe inflammatory cervical spine disorders in juvenile chronic arthritis (JCA) patients with arthritis mutilans (AM) hand deformity. The series consisted of 18 patients affected by AM hand deformity who fulfilled the European League of Associations for Rheumatology criteria for JCA. The patient records and the most recent cervical spine radiographs were evaluated for subluxations, atlantoaxial impaction (AAI) and apophyseal joint ankylosis. Seventeen (94%) patients had subluxation, AAI or apophyseal joint ankylosis in the cervical spine. Apophyseal joint ankylosis was noted in 12 (67%) patients and AAI in 10 (56%). Anterior atlantoaxial subluxation was detected in five (28%) patients. Almost all of the JCA patients with AM hand deformity evinced some inflammatory changes in the cervical spine. Apophyseal joint ankylosis, AAI and multiplicity of changes in cervical spine may be considered characteristic in this subset of JCA patients. Patients with JCA and AM hand deformity tend to have severe changes also in the cervical spine.